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\j.*fj Virendra Sharma MP

Member of Parliament for Ealing, Southall
House of Commons, SW1A oAA
020 8571 10073

sharmav@parliament.uk

9t December 2022
Divya Mathur

It gives me the greatest pleasure to write in praise and support of Ms Divya Mathur.
In a long career, of many phases, full of success, collaboration, culture and literature,
Ms Mathur has repeatedly set herselt more demanding challenges, and on each
occasion, 1isen to them, overcoming the bartiers she has faced.

Ms Mathur believes in making a difference to the woild so that it may benefit generations to
follow. She 1s a keen student of the Literature, a talented author, lyricist, poet and academuc, she
continues to work diligently for the good of society. In her career as the senuor and respected
officer of The Nehru Centre in London for about 25 years, she has touched the lives of
thousands and inspired many to appreciate writing in all its forms and follow her into the study
of this important linguistic, cultural and literary heritage.

Founder of Vatayan-UI, Ms Mathur has displayed her love not only for Hindi and English but
also all Indian regional languages, Indian art and culture, she has taken 1t upon herselt to drve
tlus forward through her programmng. Even durng the most difficult times of the pandemic
she brought people together virtually to celebrate authors, bringing together woild leaders on
the topics at hand, shared advice and experience from around the globe, These same events
which were possible in person before covid-19 were opened to new audiences. To hold 135
weekly events, and without fail, during the pandemic once again proves her potential for which
she was once honoured by the Arts Council of England.

That Ms Mathur is being recognised with this special edition of the prestigious magazine,
Guihaswamin, for the excellent work she has done and continues to do, is a matter of pride for
all of us and I for one am most delighted. The many awards she has so deservingly won is a
testament to the importance of her own wotk, and the works she celebrates and makes more
accessible to others. She truly deserves to be recogmsed and I wish her the best in life and her
future endeavours, and look forward to reading more of her work, and jouung many more of
her events for many vears to come.

Best wishes,

fin] 17
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Virendra Sharma MP

Constituency Office:
112A The Green, Southall, UB2 4BQ, o020 8571 1003 and sharmav@parliament.uk 2
www.virendrasharma.com
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Divya has also published over 18 books but the area of
literary work she is passionate about is improving the
lives and recognition of women writers. She puts others
forward rather than hog the limelight herself. That
characterises Divya more than anything else — she just
quietly gets on and makes a difference.

I have often asked her why her anthologies are solely
stories by women and why her events have often more
women speakers? Her answer has always been that
women continue to work much harder than men to
qualify for equal recognition. Women are too often
subjected to prejudice, violence, and less wages than
men. She has this burning desire to do something about
it; that's admirable. Cancer and Pandemic didn't deter
her from doing what she does best and since the
lockdown, Divya has organised over 132 literary weekly
events besides collaborating with sister organisations for
many more.

I am proud to be a friend and an admirer. Wishing her
the very best.

another name of determination

I have known Divya for more than 25 years and have observed her
quiet determination to do good in~ this world by promoting cultural
understanding between mainstream British society and the British
south Asian community. Not in a brash trumpet-sounding way, but
quietly, usually behind the scenes, without any expectation of
reward or recognition. That she receives recognition from those
who benefit from her good work is testimony to the respect and
affection held by those who have had the good fortune to work
closely with her.

Having arrived in the UK some decades ago, in inauspicious
circumstances, Divya set about making things happen. She
volunteered straight away with the Kerala Foundation for the Blind
serving as an executive member to improve lives by fundraising
and determining the direction of the charity’s work. The need for
these activities became obvious to Divya through her former
professional work in the Department of Ophthalmology in Delhi. This
early charity work has led Divya into many more areas of
volunteering - Heather Club for Dementia and the Herts Vision.

Divya’'s big area of interest has been in literature and the arts and
she has been outstanding in these fields, forming Vatayan in 2003
to bring to notice authors from the British south Asian community.
She has been recognised as an effective provider by the Big Lottery
receiving an Awards for All grant to assist in work that she
personally designed and implemented. A whole host of south Asian
literary and cultural organisations have benefited through her
unstinting work and organisation to make things happen.

EDWARD CRASK

Social historian,teaches at Open University and is a
Labour party consultant.
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Zerbanoo Gifford

Author, philanthropist and the Founder
of The Asha Foundation

| am delighted to have Divya as one of my precious friends. |
had the privilege to introduce her outstanding collection of
short stories, Aasha: Stories by the eminent Indian Women
Writers. Dedicated to Shivani, to many this book represents
hope; to others it symbolizes divine justice and the righteous
way. It should come as no surprise that the stories in this
compelling book are at the same time diverse, yet
interconnected and vital.

Some of the stories demonstrate delicacies of Indian
families (Mausi: Shivani); some of family honour (Cursed
Souls: Chitra Mudgal, pretense of independence (The Hero,
The Villain, The Clown: Mannu Bhandari); toilet humour
(Foundation Stone: Pratibha Ray); monologue (Are You
Listening: Sudha Arora); relationships (Aasha: Divya Mathur),
love (The Weed: Amrita Pritam), the greed (Negation:
Mridula Garg), death (The Doomsday Has Come: Mehr-un-
Nisa Parvaiz, A Woman Is Dead: Sunita Jain; The Warmth of
Touch: Mridula Sinha) and future (Aak Egarasi: Alka Saraogi).
Each reader will have a personal response to each story.
Although fate, family and freedom are interconnected
throughout the collection, the common motif s

overwhelmingly femaleness. Even in instances where all the
characters are male, as in Aak Egarasi
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AASHAA : HOPE

the feminine perspective is represented throughout. It is proclaimed
in women's actions and reactions to both life and death. 'Need!" asks
one male character in Negation, laughing with biting scorn, ‘can you
satisfy all my needs?'

| first read them on a train to the Lake District in NW England. | was
travelling with my mother and, although she wanted to reminisce, she
was happy to share these stories with me. Despite the years between
us, we both related to them. Though much has changed in the world,
much remains the same, particularly for women! Our lives still revolve
around our loved ones. Greater freedom for women has not meant
fewer responsibilities or needs.

All great writing drives a reader to re-examine his/her own life and to
observe the world with a new eye - this is what | hope you will
experience after reading these stories. | hope that this fine collection
of short stories will be read by a far-reaching audience who would
not ordinarily hear the voices of Indian women. It too should be
passed around encouraging conversation and friendly interaction
wherever it travels.

A blessing to all its authors and readers alike,
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qeehiel & eddlfold, UfdfSdd Sfeidhl, feoar e T agaameft sfched g foioTeht ufdam &
UT6eh 3feTullel al ofel ue Yet deg & ufefad off ofdl &1 erduerd al &f Ig sfaed degell drgd! § fob
NEG-PBe-ce 31T HTed & ITINT 3 AR B &b TU H Iogiol Ut I el Uy i
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wfosa gl oilefl, el fafsas, e e, sficd 3, 3Med 3igs:
pifdd fde, ewhl gdfid, ST arehe 3iie sadi feaa ameje|
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vfdfafel dapeset ot dester off, ag T&t gl

3id & 3, ot e I gIfcs Teg &d T, Hacs el Tiigall aTgdt § Uaf 358 wall
39 ¢ 312 38! Agd ¢ difch dg Bl 31T 3T ohld doedl dal Tatel

22



Grihaswamini/ Dec 2022

feeaT ATYR T SATEhIRT

U TS
3iifEel-eaard fAyfdaesa &

fedt
aufd

Te39TfeIg & faeerd, 35
dtagred

SIge dhog o U GaIe hIchal & Glelal foodl of Ifgiel
UeT fob qog At fdbdTa Uaal bl ditehT Haft s g fos
STgT? 3fgegd! erdred! o il ohech dads faseft faer
& Th YUfdles helel b 3Hoiere, fdreft Y ol eaffern
wmﬁmélaﬁﬁw%mmat@ﬁaﬂ

éwﬁiaj?&@am gofo feam il efee
H-3d g fog-efe’ & ol of chge—doclcoel 3i1e
HHIY b IS et oTdl 8, 3ie oTd 9 Yool ol
Trfafaferay ue Ueer ar svicdef U & fewquft ded € a
3oTdh d7e] & HAABICIS 311 ARGV &, TGe3T ol bl
3T oTel|

Tz oft ol 3 Teal & UTeldl §1 g dhog, ol 81l
SATEd d fgog ol Ijo off ot ohaft arre St & ot
ST 9 el g6 dob oo oft &1 & ATdT 8131eidh &al
&, 3fcich &3l & Tigdhe, feodT ot Afchadr Yeiersfia
g1 e ot gerrefard! yqfd & gue g fds fdeft g dob
gol geol3fl & & p® dl foluft 3iciafd Ue 3faed smefed
E1ft b Tes T ETEe b1 ITesdl fales; eheat aTest I 3ie
Uf91 b1 &gol Aol Tgi Sogt gool A gl &l ATdT g
Heifordl & 9 Tedl ufd-ucsfl & fedt &l gave
AT, Ulol-eadotfl SISt bl EedT 3iauuT, ITaf-urd
Uid o hisl ol gerrefardt aufeiesfaan faseft <fier
T 8iTdolT T faeiTe & Habedt ofel: faseft <ot ar afae
a1 fare & gedt oigl| werfoial i T faely Heguftadr
; 3MIah! Tl Ut €911 b 3T Teh dTedfdeh gfoiam o
gdel e 78 &l

3MehYel F PHacs 3ATehiel & oTel 8, St amma 3ite

STTaT3HT 3iTe SHarmaeTail ol Tab fafderd &, geids 3etel
3 aulel g, Ue oMU ofell Jgl ‘&iu-&fiel g gl bl
WS el g, Th a2l & AfAep 30T geu-zaeff wgrett gl

& feaaratt &, ot &1 A6l & 3Uei T/ fdese eiet ohi
UToTofl €, 31Ul 3T81TE oZch Shesil HIgIN — aist 3iluei
3Tl 3MTehiel ol fees & A el ol Hichl (el

23



S1d 3119 ST 9
Renett off

STe 319 ST © fAehedt off, sregarer &t
R I el I

W T e e g,

J&f gg &

TR T <hl

EIRIEC &;
HIPEC dg H¥Pled

STT 8T € ohed STdh1eT TR
SR I STThTA T

gl HaRT STQ

R UG hl IGRTET hl AT A,
TG I TG Y

o8 aroet fham @
Tepfcl < fonelt @i !
g gg 9iq

T8 ST,
m:ﬁﬁg‘aﬁwﬁé

(ﬁweﬁaﬁwﬁammaﬂﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁ ST hl)

gIter e

gifggehR, SRR 3ih
ST faaag side.

24



a8 49 8!

fafdsiF aR

U drRT
Tk e 3T fBuT
Rt & Sifaet §

I AT AT IS
et < Tielt grier &
I IharET AT foh
gg 370+ Tt AT
AR et
ey g @ s
ag A2 IGd 1Y Ferd @, Fer @
et i IHT & 1Y
oRom &t

39 goft @t

ST ERISE

Stiae ht sl 9 3R
A oAt RT?

AR EREE

M YHHhH & g
foheg ram et fonlt =
§d dR I ged 3@T &
ST+t offe @

el A

agATEYT

BT g, 8T gl B!

(Feeam Sft & ST TR kT St g3 i
i)

25



fear &Y srgifaal 8 e a=w efika &t
WRefifear iR gl 1 guref & at
T8 R R ST GASY| ITh
W § del oft e ar wmn @
JTSTR T8} §1 310 3 ¥ R A §¢
oft 37 U wRAT g ofk TR

Y gt e 1
_HAAYR

fan &t gl & Yeh dRw SR il uRehifear
R gufRAT &1 gurf & @ T R TR
ST GAGATE | 37ch oG- | hel Y e AT AT
a1 SMTSTR ol 61 370 % & X T8 gy off o7k
U9 R gty ok H%hR A geh Rfad 81
e St so gewt &t affafat w umer ar
Iy ®U ¥ fewuft wxdft € @ IF A9 F
GHERT SR AfRSAr 8, Saal oA i SATehiaT
i1 fhfeet TTee &t e Rig = arenm gd
3R ufYH &1 Ggol e g7ht il | g1 Siran
2l

-FUE WA

T &1 afden ST ToT 9UR SR sg-ivy
3R I UTs & Ieid, UTechia i
! i g smeare & & T8 ar afes @i
&Y FE e R I e du= sifweath
& ATegH § RYT fAaW @ W suah el
ST & FEST ol dsilel e & Sl &THAT 3T
gl a1 aft In7E giaT & 59 S Ute
fiafs, M@ @, FE & an TR A gh
dTfeherd & |1 30 H TeR T g =< |

- geare

e wrR @AW vard Sfew @ e
a8, sfoee &1 warsht e & ot
AT S A &g, BT WIse & &9 7
IR T Gdd TN, YR i Aehe Frfesmr,
ofg T A therra, Toft g it & 59d; F eft
T &Y aRg dieh, & R ot ofR Terdt € @
Faft I g TeE § e, Al F gawh
of; ot et gar & wifHe STt gy @ aRdsr @t
e o &t &1 3 fawal st g7 o I ol
forght 7 &; 1 € A ufAh Ty o durE B
gg faed & 9RdiEl & aoht § dfsd Sfaw @
IS 3R B

-31fer et “sef’

Rem & dwa #
IRAMT gfe 81
3T 7T U9Te, foue

Hart TR A e AR srer @gh
femams et €1 ST et dhaet TS,
u=l ofik uRasr &t wefHar T8 g1 T
It derat & ufgHt Sftew @ Ot &
3R 7 had STel IS ol &8 gl ITh!
e e iR R &Y 2uf<h @t Geitdt
TS §1 F TATST SR AT o e HY
T iR Sifecar fr aarer &= &1
S Tl g1 AR 3T STl & hes
T Ear gl

~3TR ISTEd

feam & weiat & fawa ok o=
TS Y gt ok Iardht g2 gfam
& 3us & fogd srdiaeid! a1 wigs
g hY IemEY 9 & sRER 8. Fafon
1Y 3@ R WihR A Fi erman
8. TS el ITh! Il chl ST H
T g A ofR e @t &1

-1 3raer 2t

fear v dgade aerieR ok @iy &
fS¥tenT gfrrass s de wdt geai g
& Ur §; faRei & 5@ &5 oD gy
&l T=F g, I ot Tah FmErer &
dge | fihe o st T &1 TR TR
UER ¥ e, a8 27 R # 99 okaat
SR eTTehRt & TieeTe & Tor <aet &
Ig Ik ATl g T ToT 2, St I
oG # IR W A 3R Y e 81

- O STy Ted, SR G, uledeRr
AR e

feear aArR # Hfeerdr & @1y sfea
&I 75 gt § R A &1 Sl 8l
I8 Uk diesqd 8, 391 BRUT 98
g1 38 el @ i oft @ ok
qUy gt Sttaa-garef hr mififear off
I SFRY UET auT Sifeifed Sfied-
sfaat & RFer it ik 32 dwofir
TST & 3ifHea<h ch h &THAT B
—31 et fhMR Ma-eT

26



e St gemef & 'dheity' a1 g foh ITH

: : &t srgrt fae & adfam &
1 3 2 g 1 Q o1 e R SR SRR @ g - il :
3T el & et 1 Fafa & forg @, ST ) aToft 33 arelt TR e e
e, T, wavfare, Yoftars, $aRare &t 3! gttt i fatwer
TR T Y e T @ TR e T R 7 7 AR R 9 75 g o= 2 R 3 o wfleR off &
iR Y FTEC 7 et #1 v Sfte feca & foh ag Arda Hdear a Fafd il et zer of
o € R et g ot 5 ger &l & GU-3FgY Uall & g e 7 Il
2050 g & e H1YR gifiiche Rigee &l -3f ua gl
Gardt & U ST R A T g o
= o
feeam AreR
FHiar Ay
g1 hl Ueh et
e g1
-0t e e
feen it defien sroaTdt s
& 399 el g & sils
B¢ X 3 g Tt ' e
ot >
A ]
W
LR
e it &bt Termatt & 39 g T ﬁ;ﬁm%@;ﬁm?ﬁ
4 3 L ) v 8¢ S SR
) R P S ol e Preeia & afoR st ot 33 & Reeg sfla &
& Sft 3ot Tifd o YR @ sruye ToTef @ TR e 35 TR, 5 A &
g1 T g | I IARSHfaar A\ ST &1 78 iUy 3R Hare & JIRY TR
eI Ueh 7 g8 giear w8 9 e ol R et § 1 59 ufehan & Sfiaw &t

g q3 3731 i ‘-4 188’ R
foret afaar are gt srg | YIRT g
&l Tep O I dar @var & o
‘fSars Repfer’ A ST @ THT &
I a7 GAGAT Ueh STHAYT &
gy sl gt gopdt gl
-TST Sftaredan

gt & forg IepT R TRaR & & gAR I
ST 1 ITh! 5® THehTd i gy aRfRfaat w
Bicl & R S8 59 T &I G 9 el & o Seht
STt Gelchiioreh givit | 3T ST Site &
TS 3R QTR AT T gielT € au
39 I£T | ITch! TRYST HTHT-Left Ik foramRt

3fR e it Thedt arfgent st g1
- 31 7S Aige

27



F9 § s sel fokgens sroe afsfa
Tre} & 1Y HepTe &Y sed & e 6
ST 3R T, T IT T <l shgl=al
% HTEIe # Uell-a¢t e AR & forg sgrt
forg=T Ueh a1emdr €1 3eh! ShelfaT YRAT
TERRT @ &t giane off Frefeman &t 7 giane
St & S GRIRI 6l hetHal & g
feneft oft et @ ot o forg sreget & Hwa
81| 3Tehl THWT 31U URkaer § @fud s

A g 7 foh fid gea 3
-31 3o SrfSiagfar v &t 3.

f&ear Sft it g, S/=Ta, & ofd de UgTa-
ggra Qa1 o fos afe fAf=ar s aeme 3
! df Ut i T the STl $iR I8 7h
fAiehet X gaT H SIS oTdT| 39 ehglHt A Hgt
o aXg foe & v fea; St fRggref & A,
g 3R Fdch i &@- o TG 39 AU a8
SR TR & ITch IR hl 3R 31 gt
ST 3R g5 81 ST & S1al 981 ol 39 8§
& off T81 31
-EUeh {2, 718 theld URAR

eI g chi chell a8 Ga S &
far=terar 8 — uaHiaar 3R St
OTHT-R¥et; fRrT R STt qTeT IR
e h UR™T H gidt & ag 3id dah
TR Bt gl

-yrror Mt

GaeT 37k few & dqferd A &
foreft 178 gemefard} srgTit ol Ueh IpE
IEIER0T ‘TAE g1 YR 3R a1
G&pforat i ATfReRdr @t feer sft &
fHifean & afa & st @ Rfaa fora
i | B8 &R ITh! SR ST &t
gfaare e areft e ya w@maerwt
9 39 fHfear ok gt gy’ & At
famef iy siterelt smarst grE &t 81

-31 anefie cherd

et e AR Y "I gt T St
3T het H Sgd 37T 31T, J&

UAT &l "URT-AdT TS 3118 STt ada &
femmT & =t @ 2fthes wR ufaferar &4

T ; T & 31U yafug ok 3T

STHUTYH & @1 o st d-1e +ff sigd

fcraea o; T ol IR A €, S
Teh o S1G Ueh Qe deft STt & 8k

U1 ol e 3@t & |

STeTIOhT

! Uitent | e H1YR &l shgH! et

e SST; & foh I8 Tep SMTaRT ASh! i

eI 8, T & SHcRTel & a1g o foh Ig
PgH! 'Tle S’ WR TYTRA 81 gl &
Heg deh Ugd! df 7 fgeli &4 &, SR, 3
heT! dt Teh gfedr i 8, A&t Y urerrr
TR Sht HeheUHT 31gd &1 &l Sfial ht Tl &
QT STt ASTRATE chl WATGIT, ShTHITRI T
ST 3R TSt Y s & forg & g

Sferdt a1 &RT = HIgeh e e
- T HARAT

28



feea AR gRT YUt Hher 9UE:
<Gt T 3R Sk IR 1Y ITU’TG
yard! {2 afgar-sweer o ged
ST UG g ST 37TST deh BUhR ST g,
3R IYRT YR AT GRT AT FHITGhH/
TeTieent feeat ATYR @t gt &1 @1fay
S eh sreren v @ “aee” | ot ga-it
Rt fgdY AfgelT-chgHIchR Teh &t STTg
el 81 e & 3 wie & iR o
Ieh TRIBR] 3R HYAT-Aelt T Tax g
o 91y 1Y “ate 07 &<t foraa o1 o
qadd g, 39uR o Gieq &l sraaR
fAetar 81 59eh uget Geh QT g afear
TUE T T’ YRR g Tl &
Ul o ATeHH ¥ gHART ulad g
WRATT AfRGeRTaN 3R IhT Tmren @
gl

SATETdR ThgMIehR o 3Ry T fora w8t
g, TR §¥h hUTHhR chi TgI Yehield Uch
Bl Shg! O Ich TWAT-GUR hl 3TeTch ot
et urdlt 81 TR 39 Gaeh! Teh I1Y
ST SRR, Teh ITY UGeh Ig hIIe]
ST fierdr & fh gd ag uar atar g fob
37T <hl dRiE # fedl # ferg-wamaret!
“goq W) hi Jardt YR Afgary
T I 3R A5G X ot & | ITh!
UeTT gf-aT H 99 gy fadl e 8iR
fereg=aret it gfar & vder a1 T Bl

29



3101 & hdtd ol ayf Jd JJgedifdiell ol Teh I3Ide Caadied of Jlgl feodn ot & e
al-dflel 3/ed Udreft Arfecaehrdl ol siae fear &ml H 3 cieral fadt fdad & foe
fobeft Brfchdl b1 3HTANuTel heoll digd! oftidar g oft feaar oft ol gred Tu ug
dicer faan Joglal gaten garefter 3iie gefmerfts dgrdr ol

féaar oft 31Ual ol & 3ie(ey & € a8 T Tl 3Mcdifdheh oilel & dlfecd ivld &
foeTeht 2lersft & arfec o1 uil diedfad &3 & fob ag Tadh! Tisdl & 3 dfedref oe
78l g1 f2l e bl AfYh &de UL e aul & ddfes be dal ol feadr oft & el
AT Ue fobeft Uahre ohl fewuft dheell 3ggdT gl Toh ATEMSUT UToch o &U & dg
T delch BIA®I & vl 3Tal o5edefl & 3ficifosd dbedl &l

%q&ﬁﬁm%@ Ucdch Afch UeHTTAT gel Eﬁ[@l@ﬁﬁﬂ?fﬁ%%%e
ol od %lquaﬂob SIol YT oigt ofdbel e ohfchald ﬂmﬁa‘s’mw
Mgt g fob earefieds Ppfcdid ATelfeihdT 3D , Ufdeus aiem ?@Jf?ﬂ?@f%—d
3MADBIGTAT & HeIDIE Dbl Folg, AT, SGHTIGIT 3¢ AToTadT b 3lcheh
Sereft 3 URafdd dBeer ATt R oft wiee 21 ST 3 s Iod ARfeels
ATEd § 3ie g fAdeft oft ored 28 31 gicer ue 3de 3/aed adfi gl

Toifes, H1,3[Ges TAaTd T AL HLhlol o UTS Jolchl ATed  dadeficsdT 3ilT €6
dehey gl Jogl ob el & -

& oft emae T s §

& elrde Teh i §
Ul Tch Goollch HAId & fAsd A
g1acs dl 98¢ g9

DECEMBER 2022

30



faroq oI foloh o]

oftfad 2gal & hleled ol
ti?[:?ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁ,a_ia?ﬁ

Uh dgde dtdal &b fobu
5 91 Sgde ddTet & a1
fope oftetl &

3¢ fose AL &

foboq] 3ifder &g
fotafur & Tehiet o dre|

Sdol Sg3NaTeft Afched &l ZaTfdAsit sfic g Yeedbrel & Fadfaid gid gU
oft e oft & SSerera 3EdIe og! &l

feoar oft T ArfgcamIe 3ite Alfgcd Adl & &u & feharerfds 3ile Siref eifch
g1eT fedl afieh AIEcT T9Td ob ST 3elNeeh & 3oTch I[UN i 3fcldilgall ohi
GTeft ATfET difds ggre off 3eret Ufd gldse 3eThT 3iefdhevl dhe eioh| Selfat
JgedTiatell ol UE 3ich HATd & o e off il & sl & feleT arsig
oft b1 fAcgial dgg Haded 3Ne arefcs o1 fasar g 3ie ued 3neeufia
bl BT T[T ghollcaTch SgdT & fdoll Ug faeluidh 3ich Yel oigt &
dhdT ATISid o & 318 oTch heoll dlgd! § sifefd fag &1, fAsgla

Jgedlfdiofl bl Th 3T & Tl

31



